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General Information 
 

2200 Front Street 
Sacramento, CA 95818 

Phone 916/442-6802 

Fax 916/442-2646 

www.calautomuseum.org 
 

Open Daily 10 am - 6 pm 
Last admission 5 pm 

Third Thursdays 10 am - 9 pm 
 

Docent Council 

 

Museum 

Staff/Contacts 

Volunteers 
 

Car Donations & Sales 
Ken Shrewsbury 

 

Training 
Bill Millard 

 

Road Crew Coordinator 
Richard Ellman 

 

Group Tours 
Bob & Connie Tarczy 

 

Car Club Cavalcade 
Greg Glubka & Jon Stalnaker 

 

Placards 
Greg Goodsell 

Notes From The Dashboard 
DOCENT GRADUATION ANNIVERSARIES 
Dale Simmons was in the class of 1992 so we’re a bit late in 
recognizing his 15 year anniversary. However, Bill Millard 
says he has been to every class since, so he hasn’t really 
graduated. Eldon Lowe celebrates Ten Years’ Service; and 
Bruce Adams, Rich Borgquist, Read Buckman, Carl Gutermann, Jon Stalnaker, Bill 
Van Gundy and Tom Vinson celebrate their Five Year Anniversary. Congratulations 
to all. 
 
DOCENT SHIFT LEAD 
I’m sure that most of you realize that any volunteer organization is successful only 
because of the effort of the volunteers. The California Automobile Museum is no dif-
ferent. Docents are a big reason for the success of the CAM. Beginning in June the 
Front Desk will ask, at random, a docent on the first shift of each day to be the lead 
person for their shift. What this means is that the person selected will be handed an 
8½ x 5½ card with six tasks listed on it. These are simple tasks from making sure all 
docents have signed in, to making sure all visitors have been offered tours. At the end 
of the first shift, the card is to be passed on to a docent on the middle shift, and so on. 
Very simple, non-threatening, and valuable. Thanks in advance for accepting this 
responsibility when offered to you. 
 
WHAT’S HAPPENING NOW 
As you walk through the Speed Exhibit you will now hear the sounds of racing. Your 
Docent Council donated part of the funding required for this exhibit, in addition to the 
amplifier for the iPod. 
 
AND ANOTHER COMMENT ABOUT SIGNING IN FOR YOUR SHIFT 
In this column last month I asked you to check the appropriate box when signing in as 
a docent or as a volunteer. Well, after discussion at the last Docent Council meeting it 
was decided to eliminate the two columns and just have you sign in and list your 
hours. My earlier understanding was that the city of Sacramento wanted to know how 
many hours were being spent in each of the two categories. That is not the case. They 
are only concerned about total volunteer hours each month. So, sorry for the confu-
sion. But don’t forget to include your travel time from, and to, home. 
 
DOCENT GRADUATION 
By the time you read this, graduation will be over for this year. I will have details in 
next month’s newsletter. 
 
ANNUAL MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
Saturday, August 21 has been selected as the day to have our annual picnic. This is an 
official meeting, for all intents and purposes, and will again be held at the home of 
our gracious host, Art Derr. The intent is to get together and have fun, enjoy the food 
provided by your Docent Council, and to show off your ride; and the purpose is to 
elect officers for next year. Save the date. More info in next month’s Newsletter. 
 
KID TOURS 
In the past two months our docent staff has led nine tours for children from pre-school 
through high school.  Each tour group is unique with tours that are designed for the 
age group.  The groups have come from local schools as well as from as far away as 
Bakersfield, Union City and Fresno. 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Open Membership 
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Mike Hess Newsletter Editor 
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Amanda Moss Curator 
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2010 
Board of Directors 

 
Rosemary Andriesse 

Al Buescher 
David Felderstein 

Mark Glover 
Joe Hensler 
Mike Hess 
Ken Jordan 

Skip Lawrence 
Kim Nelson 
Ray Rode 
Terry Root 
Carl Stein 

Larry Stiver 
Bob Tarczy 

Keith Tronson 
 
 
 

Committees & Meeting Times 

In April, the Motorworks assembly line got a workout.  Two Union City elementary 
school classes rode Amtrak to Sacramento and visited our Museum on two separate 
days.  Their visit to the Museum included a tour and an experience with the Model T 
assembly line.   Since the assembly line has 20 work stations, each class of 40 stu-
dents was divided into two shifts.  One shift toured the museum while the other shift 
assembled cars and then they switched. 
A group this size is a challenge but the students are able to experience the frustrations 
of an assembly line in addition to the hand-off between shifts.  Some students were 
the over-achievers who worked fast and created a backlog for workers down the line.  
Some students failed to follow the instructions and created quality problems and 
made the processes down the line more difficult, but the experience ended with each 
student rewarded with an assembled Model T. 
Leading the kid tours can be a challenging experience.  It is also very rewarding be-
cause kids will ask very unusual questions and make interesting observations. 
 
DOCENT COUNCIL MEETING 
The next meeting is Tuesday, June 1 at 6 PM in the Lunch Room. You are all invited 
to attend. 
 
Questions, comments or complaints, email me at kjordan@calautomuseum.org. 
 
Thanks for all you are doing.…Ken 

On the Museum Floor 
   The Legends of Speed Committee has done a wonderful job of revitalizing 
the exhibit!  Come July as we prepare for Automobilia!, the upcoming annual 
themed exhibit, we will be making quite a bit of changes to the Museum floor, 
so it is nice to get a head start on the project by cleaning up the Speed exhibit 
so that when the moves are made it will be as easy as possible.  Thank you to 
all of the volunteers who helped “clean house” and reformat the exhibit, it 
looks wonderful!   
 
   Our newest exhibitor vehicle just arrived and we are very proud to be able 
to exhibit it here! The “Marquis” is a beautiful 1956 custom car built by the 
legendary Bill Cushenbery.  Originally, the car was a 1956 Ford Victoria Hard-
top  and was modified using parts from a 1959 Pontiac and a 1959 Buick.  
Thank you to Bud Millard, the current owner for sharing his prized vehicle with 
us! Be sure to come in and check out this award winning custom beauty! 
 
Other Notes 
   Currently, on exhibit is Drive Fast, Take Chances; Birth of the Hot Rod.  If 
you were not able to attend the docent training for this exhibit, please contact 
me to receive the docent study guide for this exhibition.    
 
 Thanks to all of you for all of your hard work, 
Amanda Moss 
Museum Curator 
exhibits@calautomuseum.org 
 

The Pacific Gold Rush Ramblers 
will be Showcased in the Car Club 

Cavalcade  for June 

(Continued from page 1) 
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Board 4th Wednesday 6 PM 

Building TBA 

Revenue 3rd Tuesday 2:30PM 

Docent Council 1st Tuesday 6 PM 

Speed 4th Thursday 1 PM 

Education 2nd Wednesday 5 PM 

Exhibits 2nd Friday 4 PM 

Finance 3rd Tuesday 4 PM 

Library Thursdays 10 AM 

Membership 3 rd Friday  10 AM 

Marketing 1st Friday 11 AM 

New Home TBA 

Staff Wednesdays 9 AM 

 3rd Friday 11 AM 

Collections 1st Thursday 6 PM 

For the most current info on events and the docent schedule, 
check the Museum’s website at  www.calautomuseum.org. 

Notes from the Curator 

June History Factoid 
Packard offers tubeless tires on  

June 12, 1954. 
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 A Note From The EditorA Note From The EditorA Note From The EditorA Note From The Editor    
In this issue, the article on Louis Chevrolet from Bill Millard’s Chalk Dust from the Schoolhouse Floor is con-
cluded. Chalk Dust from the Schoolhouse Floor is available for purchase in the Museum’s gift shop if you 
want to get all the articles Bill has put together.  
 
As always, I welcome input on what information you would like to see in the newsletter and I also encourage 
articles that can be featured in the newsletter.  I can be contacted at hess_m@att.net...Mike Hess 
 

Racer (part deux) 
 
Having arrived, Louis concluded that his next logical step would be to create a great car with his own name on the radiator. Many 
men were doing that then, and his timing seemed perfect: At that moment his boss, Billy Durant, fresh deposed from General Mo-
tors, was trying to find his way back to the top.  And here was somebody who already worked for him, developing a nice car sporting 
a jaunty French name that was recognized! A sure thing! Today, Billy would start a company to produce the “Earnhardt” if he 
thought it would give him an edge in the corporate wars– he was that kind of guy. 
 
Thus was born the Chevrolet Classic Six.  Announced in 1911, it hit the market in 1912, a big car– 120-inch wheelbase– priced at 
$2,150, right up there with Cadillac. Louis had known exactly what he wanted, and got his countryman Etienne Planche to do a 
sound design. It wasn’t radical, but the Classic Six with its 299 cubic inch T-head engine was a fine machine, among the best on that 
day's market. The single model offered– a five-passenger tourer– could cruise at 65 mph; not bad for 1912.  Only trouble, Billy Du-
rant wasn't happy. It wasn't the car Billy'd had in mind. 
 
Louis wasn’t too happy himself, come to that: By 1913 he'd about had it with Durant. He'd brought in a solid, driveable car, and all 
Durant wanted to do was replace it with what had started as the Little– small, cheap and really quite inferior. An insult to the proud 
Chevrolet name, which he soon learned wasn't his property any longer. Troubles big and small: Durant even criticized him for his 
cigarettes! Said a man of his stature should smoke only cigars. Image, you know! So Louis took a walk and– big mistake– took his 
money with him. Never forgave Durant. His car died in 1914 after about 10,000 were made. 
 
Meanwhile, with liberal backing from Albert Champion of sparkplug fame, Louis and Art founded the Frontenac Motor Corporation 
in 1915. They wanted to build their own car.  But the liberal backing soon dissolved in Gallic fisticuffs between Louis and Mr Cham-
pion. Frontenac struggled. 
 
The bright spot in that period came when Louis hired Cornelius W. van Ranst, a genius engineer who played in the background of 
many a distinguished automotive effort clear through the 1940s.  Van designed (and sometimes drove) very quick race cars for 
Louis. One of those cars was Gaston’s 1920 Indy winner. (Brother Gaston would meet his end later that year in a car just like it.) 
 
And Van worked up a passenger car, modern in most every way, which was to be financed by the successors to Harry Stutz. The 
Frontenac proved to be a great car, all one of them. Trouble was, the Stutz investors went bust and pulled Louis under with them. Do 
we see a pattern here? 
 
In those days Van also watched the mostly-Model T racers running in the dirt around Indianapolis. He told Louis there’d be a gold-
mine in building standard go-fast parts and racer components, even whole race cars, to run in that league. They didn’t necessarily 
have to be speed demons, just be noisy, go sideways in the corners and throw a ton of dirt. So America got the  “Fronty-Ford,” which 
carved itself a legend on most every dirt bullring in the country. And Frontys even placed well at Indy. 
 
By about 1923, though, Van had gone to greener pastures, having reached the end of his string with Louis’s and Art’s constant shout-
ing matches. A while after that Louis and Art split up, and Louis threw in with a Ford dealer, one Glenn L. Martin, to build aero en-
gines and airplanes. Nothing could go wrong with an arrangement like that except the Depression, which once again left Louis in 
dire straits. Later the Glenn L. Martin Company would disclaim any connection with a Louis Chevrolet. 
 
Other, similar stuff happened after that. Louis had major health problems, and it’s said that during those late years he even worked 
shifts as a mechanic on GM’s Chevrolet assembly line!  His oldest son died almost exactly when Louis’s sister’s New Jersey room-
ing house burned, taking all his life’s records and mementos with it. Things just seemed to gang up. Took the heart right out of him. 
 
On June 6, 1941, he quietly left us. By that time his name had been immortalized on millions of automobiles, but Chevrolet the man 
was hardly remembered at all. That’s a shame– he’s definitely  worth remembering. If only he’d been a better businessman.... 
 
– The Ol’ Schoolmaster 
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