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Experience “Country”

September 2-9,2009

Fifteenth Annual 7-Day Educational Trip

Nashville - 2009

Tour Package Includes: *Highlights Include:
Ground transportation — Corvette Museum & Plant (Bowling Green)
airfare not included Lane Motor Museum & Hot Rod Museum
Seven Nights at the Opryland Hotel Graceland — (Memphis)
Entrance fees to all group activities Country Music Hall of Fame
Five Group Lunches Grand Ole Opry & Ryman Auditorium
Five Group Dinners *Subject to change

$1750.00 pp/dbl occupancy; 2,250.00 pp/sgl occupancy. Send $700.00 per
person deposit by May 1, 2009 (Limit 40). For additional information, call Bob
Tarczy at 916-747-9816 or e-mail btarczy@calautomuseum.org. You may also call
the museum at 916.442.6802 or Fax 916.442.2646. Refunds will be considered
based on funds not yet paid out by museum. You will receive a confirmation
letter or e-mail when deposit is received. Please contact the museum if you do
not receive your confirmation letter within 10 days.

Clip & Mail with your deposit to California Auto Museum, 2200 Front St., Sacramento, CA 95818-1107

Name 1 Name 2 #inParty
Address

City State Zip Code

Home Phone Cell Phone -1- Cell Phone -2-

Enclosed Check in the amount of for # persons for Nashville Trip ----

Charge my Credit Card Visa MC # Exp Date
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A closer look at the cars at CAM. ..

1914 Mitchell Speedster
Richard Floch, Docent Class of ‘07

Your hands tighten on the polished wooden steering wheel— eyes squinting through the monocle windscreen
at the finish line as you hit 80 mph with everything on the line.

‘Racing for Pinks” at the Brickyard in your 1914 Mitchell is not for the faint-hearted, yet that day on July 2,
1974 is a part of the unique history of the low-slung, yellow Speedster in the Dream of Mobility Exhibit at the
California Automobile Museum. Take a second look at the special signboard on the right of the Mitchell to
read more about the race—pictures too.

The Mitchell is owned by Lee Hill, uncle of Patrick Hopkins, our resident expert on the Brass Era at the Cali-
fornia Automobile Museum. It was passed on to him by his father-in-law Bob Hopkins, who was behind the
wheel at Indianapolis. The car is mostly original, except it currently sits on early Buick wire wheels instead of
the wooden, artillery wheels it originally sported. The sole comfort feature may be the brass heel cup in the
wooden floorboard. Its cast-in-pairs, L-head four cylinder engine is said to be among the loudest in the collec-
tion, and Patrick notes that the his grandfather's little speedster takes a strong hand to drive.

History of Mitchell

Mitchells were made in Racine, Wisconsin from 1903 to 1923 and were noteworthy in that 96% of the compo-
nents, including the engines, were designed and manufactured by Mitchell in-house. In 1916 a short-lived V-8
was produced, beating the equally short-lived Chevy V-8 of 1917-1918 by a year. Mitchells were said to be
favored by Cook County felons who regarded it them as the best get-away cars in Chicago in the early
1920’s. Apparently, the offset windshield on the Touring cars provided an ideal spot where a Thompson sub-
machine gun could be hidden until needed.

The driving force behind Mitchell was William Turnor Lewis, a telegrapher from Utica, New York who had
joined Henry Mitchell’'s Wagon Works by marrying the owner's daughter. In the 1870’s Mitchell was one of the
largest wagon builders, employing over 7200 people and turning out over 8,000 wagons a year. Lewis be-
came an early convert to the automobile, as was his son, William Mitchell Lewis. William took over from his
father in 1910 and within two years had ramped up production to over 6,000 cars, putting the company on a
par with REO, Oakland and Hupmobile among the top 10 producers at that time. Unlike other top car makers,
Mitchells were not produced on an assembly line but were assembled in place with components coming in
from the various casting, machining and manufacturing shops within the 2,300,000 square foot Racine plant.
Up to 75 cars per day could be turned out in this manner.

In 1912 the Company would boast of its 2,500 employees...

“Largely of German birth, or of German parentage, the young men of Racine have inherited the careful, pains-
taking habits of their progenitors... and have learned to perform adroitly and expeditiously all the operations
necessary to the building of so finished a piece of mechanism as the Mitchell Car. As every native-born citi-
zen of the United States is a Presidential possibility, so the office-boy or the furnace stoker of the Mitchell-
Lewis Motor plant has a chance to rise by merit.”

... paternal words of confidence from an era of optimism at the dawn of the automobile. Within a decade the
Mitchell Motors Co. would cease to exist and the factory would be bought by Nash.

Editors Note: Unfortunately, by the time you read this, the Mitchell will be gone from the Museum...the
owner wants to get it running again and take it out on the road for some fun.
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Docent Info Session: “Going Green: It’'s Cool For the Planet”

Learn all you need to know about the Museum’s newest permanent exhibit
so you can incorporate this information into your tours!!!

Thursday, May 7, 2009
1:30pm

Help Wanted

We have several rental events for May for which we need your help! Check out the events below and
let us know if you are able to volunteer.

May 2 - Retirement Party

May 9 - NASCAR Fundraiser

May 16 - Wedding

May 22 - ATOS Organ Concert 7-10pm

If you can help with one of our private rental events, sign up on the sign-up sheets in the office. Usually,
a meal will be provided if the caterer has leftovers!





